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INTRODUCTORY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Fifth  Annual 
Report,  the  thirty-fourth  report  presented  to  you  by  successive 
Medical  Officers.  The  death  rate  for  the  year  (15.5)  has,  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Borough,  been  below  16  per  1,000 
per  annum.  This  rate  shews  a  marked  improvement  on  all  previous 
death  rates  for  South  Shields,  but  it  is  not  satisfactory  that  this, 
our  best  death  rate,  is  still  considerably  behind  the  average  rate 
last  year  (14.9)  for  all  the  76  large  towns,  good  and  bad. 

In  spite  of  the  action  of  the  Health  Committee  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Coroner  to  the  large  proportion  of  uncertified 
deaths,  little  improvement  in  this  respect  has  taken  place.  The 
circumstances  mentioned  in  my  present  report  support  my  con¬ 
tention  that  an  increase  in  the  number  of  inquests  is  the  proper 
remedy. 

As  we  cannot  expect  the  comparative  immunity  from  Scarlet 
Fever  which  existed  during  1908  to  continue,  I  would  urge  the 
Committee  to  consider  at  an  early  date  plans  for  building  the  new 
Fever  Hospital,  for  which  land  has  been  acquired.  The  continued 
prevalence  of  Diphtheria  also  makes  this  urgent. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

S.  G.  MOSTYN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Office, 

South  Shields, 

23rd  March,  1909. 


Health  Retort.  1908, 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


I  Area’of^Borough. — 2,399  acres,  including  inland  water  (55  acres), 
but  excluding  foreshore  and  tidal  water  (246  acres). 

Population. — The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  population  of 
the  Borough  to  be,  at  June  30th,  1908,  115,535.  The  density  of 
population  per  acre  is  48.2. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
3,481,  corresponding  to  a  Birth-rate  of  30.1  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  This  is  the  lowest  recorded  birth-rate  for  South  Shields 
mth  the  single  exception  of  28.9  for  1907. 


Births. 

Males. 

Females.  i 

Total. 

Legitimate . 

1,727 

1,631 

3,368 

Illegitimate . 

68 

66 

123 

Total  . 

1,795 

1,686 

3,481 

The  proportion  of  male  to  female  births  during  1908  was  1,065 
to  1,000.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  3.5,’  while  for 
1907  it  was  3.7. 

The  number  of  births  in  each  Ward  is  given  on  page  10. 
I  am  unable  to  give  the  hirth  rates  for  the  Wards  separately,  as  the 
populations  of  the  Wards  cannot  be  estimated  with  any  approach 
to  accuracy. 

Deaths. — 1,790  deaths  were  recorded  as  belonging  to  the  Borough  ; 
902  males,  887  females,  and  1  of  unknoTvn  sex.  The  proportion 
of  male  to  female  deaths  is  thus  1,017  to  1,000. 
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This  number  1,790  includes  the  deaths  of  194  persons  belonging 
to  the  Borough  who  died  in  public  institutions  outside  the  Borough, 
to  which  institutions  they  had  been  removed  on  account  of  sick¬ 
ness  or  infirmity.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  institutions,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  number  of  deaths  that  occurred  in  each. 


Institution. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

TTninn  WorUhonsft^  TTa,rton . . 

177 

RnnHftrlaTifl  Workhonse  . 

1 

Boldon  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital . 

1 

Sodgcfield  Asylum  . 

8 

2 

Carlisl©  Asylum . 

1 

Asylum  . 

1 

Sunderland  Asvlum . 

2 

T.fl.npasf’.ftr  Asylum  . 

1 

Total  . 

194 

'  ^  Two  deaths  occurring  in  South  Shields  institutions  among  persons 
belonging  to  other  districts  have  been  excluded  from  our  returns, 
and  the  particulars  relating  to  the  deaths  have  been  notified  to 
the  Medical  Officers  of  those  districts. 

On  this  figure,  1,790,  the  Death  rate  is  equal  to  15.5  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

This  is  by  far  the  lowest  death  rate  recorded  for  South  Shields. 
(See  Table  ^jV.,  page  57).  The  death  rate  has  never  before  been 
below  16  ;  only  twice,  in  1905  and  1907,  below  17,  and  four  times 
between  17  and  18  per  1,000.  However,  there  is  still  need  for 
improvement  as  this  rate  is  higher  than  the  average  rate  for  the 
large  towns  of  England  and  Wales.  (See  page  12). 


The  deaths,  quarter  by ’quarter,  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  Deaths. 

Death-rate 

First  Quarter . 

.  549 

19.0 

Second  Quarter . 

.  420 

14.5 

Third  Quarter  . 

.  386 

13.4 

Fourth  Quarter  . . 

.  435 

15,1 
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Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. — In  addition  to  the  194  deaths 
mentioned  above,  69  deaths  occurred  in  public  institutions  in  the 
Borough,  viz.,  57  in  the  Ingham  Infirmary,  and  12  in  the  Denes 
Fever  Hospital,  making  a  total  of  263,  which  is  15  per  cent,  of  all 
the  deaths  during  the  year.  For  the  year  1907,  the  percentage 
was  14. 

Coroners’  Inquests  were  held  regarding  94  deaths,  the  proportion 
of  inquest  cases  to  the  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year, 
being  5.2  per  cent.  Seventy-one  of  these  deaths  were  due  to 
various  forms  of  Violence.  (See  Table  I.,  page  53). 

Uncertified  Deaths. — During  1908,  there  were  78  deaths,  the 
causes  of  which  were  not  certified  by  the  Coroner  or  by  medical  men, 
equivalent  to  4.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  In 
Gateshead  alone,  of  the  large  towns,  is  this  percentage  exceeded. 

During  the  last  six  years  South  Shields  has  twice  had  the  largest 
percentage  of  deaths  uncertified,  twice  the  proportion  has  been 
exceeded  by  only  one  toAvn,  and  twice  South  Shields  has  been 
fourth  on  the  list  of  the  76  large  tov\Tis. 

In  May  I  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  on  this  matter, 
calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  many  (48  per  cent,  for  the  year 
1908)  of  these  uncertified  deaths  were  those  of  infants.  As  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  remarked  in  1903,  “  The  above  facts 
point  to  a  great  deal  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of  parents  in  obtain¬ 
ing  proper  medical  advice  for  their  children.  With  so  large  a 
proportion  of  instances  where  medical  advice  is  never  called  in,  it 
is  a  justifiable  inference  that  in  a  still  larger  proportion  such  advice 
is  only  sought  too  late  to  be  of  any  avail.  It  cannot  be  too  mdely 
understood  that  it  is  in  the  early  stages  of  an  illness  that  medical 
science  is  most  u.seful.” 

I  am  convinced  that  the  remedy  for  this  undesirable  condition 
must  come  through  the  Coroner,  and  I  expressed  my  opinion  that 
the  good  of  the  town  would  be  served  if  the  Health  Committee 
would  take  steps  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Coroner  to  this  matter. 

Like  Gateshead,  which  has  three  times  in  the  last  six  years  had 
the  highest  proportion  of  uncertified  deaths,  we  have  not  a  Coroner 
of  our  own.  I  am  told  that  this  is  due  to  the  absence  of  a  Quarter 
Sessions,  and  to  see  whether  the  like  effect  occurs  throughout  the 
country,  I  analysed  the  proportion  of  uncertified  deaths  during 
1907  for  the  large  towns.  Forty-two  large  towns  with  Quarter 
Sessions  had  an  average  of  0.82  per  cent,  of  their  deaths  uncertified, 
while  thirty-three  towns  without  Quarter  Sessions  had  1.67  per 
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cent.— more  than  twice  as  many  as  in  the  first  case.  South  Shields, 
with  5.1  per  cent,  for  1907,  had  three  times  as  many  as  the  average 
for  the  towns  of  the  latter  class.  In  eight  of  the  large  towns  there 
were  no  uncertified  deaths,  and  in  twelve  others,  including  London, 
they  were  less  than  1  in  1,000. 

The  Health  Committee  resolved  that  a  copy  of  my  report  should 
be  sent  to  the  Coroner  for  his  observations.  In  answer  to  the 
report,  the  Coroner  suggested  an  alteration  in  the  headings  under 
which  these  deaths  were  returned,  to  which  I  replied  that  my 
complaint  was  “  that  in  South  Shields  an  excessively  large  number 
of  people,  mostly  infants  and  persons  of  advanced  age,  die  without 
sufficient  medical  care  to  warrant  the  medical  attendant  in  giving 
a  certificate  as  to  the  cause  of  death.  I  did  not  see  that  the  division 
of  the  deaths  now  called  ‘  uncertified  ’  into  two  classes,  would 
remedy  this.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  report 
that  inquests  should  be  more  frequent.”  I  pointed  out  that  the 
publicity  and  unpleasantness  of  an  inquest  tend  strongly  to  prevent 
laxity  on  the  part  of  parents. 

A  further  letter  from  the  Coroner  emphasised  his  previous  views, 
but  I  cannot  see  that  the  change  he  proposes  would  in  any  way 
tend  to  prevent  these  deaths. 

To  support  my  opinion  that  inquests  should  be  more  frequent  in 
South  Shields,  I  would  mention  that  in  November,  two  prosecutions 
for  neglect  of  children  who  had  died  in  South  Shields  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children.  In  both  instances  the  Coroner  thought  no  inquest  was 
necessary,  but  in  one  case  the  magistrate  remarked  to  the  defendant  : 
“  One  of  your  children  has  died,  no  doubt  in  consequence  of  your 
neglect,  and  had  there  been  an  inquest,  you  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  sent  for  trial.”  Both  defendants  were  sent  to  prison 
for  six  months. 

As  instructed  by  the  Health  Committee,  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  again  calling  attention  to  the  matter. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of 
age  was  464,  which  corresponds  to  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of 
133  per  1,000  births,  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  Among 
illegitimate  children  the  infantile  mortality  rate  was  284, 

The  following  Table  gives  the  Infantile  Mortality  during  1908  in 
the  various  Wards  of  the  town  : — 
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WARD. 

No.  of  Births. 

No.  of  Deaths 
under  one  year. 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000 
Births. 

Shields  . 

213 

47 

221 

Holborn  . 

247 

48 

194 

St.  Hilda  . 

141 

26 

184 

LaygateB' . 

253 

43 

170 

VictoriaVI? . 

368 

53 

144 

Rekendyke^  ’ . 

302 

43 

142 

Simonside' . 

231 

31 

134 

HadrianJ  ' . 

206 

26 

126 

Deans . 

383 

45 

117 

Tvne  Dock  . 

272 

30 

no 

Beacon' . 

293 

24 

82 

Bents  . 

147 

12 

82 

West  Park . 

245 

19 

78 

Westoe  . 

180 

14 

78 

Unknown . 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

Whole  Borough  .... 

3481 

■ 

464 

133 

The  greatest  improvement  since  last  year  is  found  in  Deans 
and  Tyne  Dock  Wards,  but  Holborn  and  St.  Hilda  Wards  shew 
a  corresponding  deterioration. 

In  accord£\nce  with  the  instructions  of  the  Health  Committee,  1 
attended  the  Conference  on  Infantile  Mortality  held  in  London  in 
March. 

Mr.  John  Burns,  in  his  presidential  address,  referred  to  the  first 
Conference,  held  two  years  previously,  and  pointed  out  that  many 
matters  then  urged  by  the  Conference  had  since  received  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Government.  As  the  result,  wholly  or  in  part,  of  the 
first  meeting,  he  mentioned  the  inspection  of  school  children, 
optional  feeding  of  school  children,  the  Public  Health  (Regulations 
as  to  Food)  Act,  the  last  Butter  and  Margarine  Act,  an  international 
agreement  regulating  night  work  for  women,  the  laundry  clauses 
of  the  new  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  the  “  Children  Bill,” 
and  the  inquiry  of  the  Home  Office  into  the  question  of  the  in¬ 
dustrial  employment  of  women  before  and  after  childbirth.  The 
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Notification  of  Births  Act,  the  question  of  pure  milk,  and  measures 
dealing  with  Tuberculosis  in  man,  animals  and  milk,  were  under 
consideration.  Surcharges  on  local  authorities  who  had  started 
municipal  milk  depots  had  been  remitted.  With  regard  to  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  Mi'.  John  Burns  stated  that  it  had 
been  at  that  time  adopted  by  72  local  authorities,  including  32 
County  Boroughs,  14  Municipal  Boroughs,  14  Urban  Districts,  and 
12  Metropolitan  Boroughs.  Other  authorities  were  awaiting 
approval  and  seeking  advice.  Mr.  Burns  stated  that  so  far  the 
Act  had  worked  exceedingly  well. 

The  papers  and  discussions  were  of  great  interest.  They  included 
the  question  of  motherhood,  and  education  of  girls  for  this  end, 
both  at  school  and  elsewhere  ;  the  “  schools  for  mothers”  instituted 
in  various  places  ;  the  good  work  that  can  be  done  by  obtaining 
the  co-operation  of  the  midwives  ;  the  powers  of  Boards  of  Guardians 
in  relation  to  childi'en,  and  the  need  for  fm’ther  extensions  of  these 
powers,  especially  of  the  Infant  Life  Protection  Act.  There  were 
also  useful  papers  and  discussions  on  the  best  means  of  helping 
mothers  below  the  poverty  line,  and  the  necessity  for  paying  more 
attention  to  the  health  and  food  of  the  expectant  mother  was  pointed 
out.  The  very  valuable  work  done  in  Paris,  and  more  lately  in 
this  country,  in  this  respect  was  explained.  Dr.  Hope,  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  read  an  interesting  paper  on  Infantile  Mortality  as  affected 
by  the  habits  of  parents,  illustrated  by  actual  cases  brought 
to  his  notice  by  the  Notification  of  Births  Act.  The  effect  of 
alcohol  on  the  child  before  and  after  its  birth  was  discussed,  and 
the  need  for  further  control  over  food  and  drugs  manufactured 
and  sold  for  infants  was  insisted  on. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  caused 
201  deaths  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — Diarrhoea,  80  ;  MTiooping 
Cough,  49  ;  Measles,  32  ;  Diphtheria,  23  ;  Scarlet  Fever,]  9}; 
“  Fever,”  8  ;  and  Smallpox,  0.  The  death  rate  from  these  diseases 
was  1.74  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  1.37  for  the 
year  1907.  The  following  Table  gives  the  death  rate  (per  1,000  of 
the  population)  for  each  of  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  since 
1891 
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Year. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Kever. 

“  Fever.” 

Diphtheria  and 

Membi  anous 

Croup. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough 

•Diarrhcea. 

Total 

Zymotic  Rate. 

1891  . 

.11 

.20 

.29 

.90 

.61 

.73 

2.85 

1892  . 

•oi 

.12 

.20 

.10 

.30 

.33 

.56 

1.62 

1893  . 

.04 

.38 

.35 

.06 

.39 

.36 

1.56 

3.15 

1894  . 

.39 

.20 

.05 

.19 

.11 

.43 

1.37 

1895  . 

.18 

.35 

.21  . 

.29 

.90 

1.43 

3.36 

1896  . 

.18 

.27 

.10 

.92 

.42 

.58 

2.49 

1897  . 

.15 

.16 

.09 

.29 

.25 

.88 

1.83 

1898  . 

.25 

.39 

,  , 

.57 

.77 

1.11 

3.09 

1899  . 

.21 

.47 

.06 

.04 

.13 

1.41 

2.33 

1900  . 

.21 

.20 

.12 

.55 

.67 

.55 

2.32 

Mean  1891-1900 

.00 

.22 

.28 

.11 

.44 

.46 

.93 

2.45 

1901  . 

.60 

.22 

.14 

.68 

.10 

1.60  i 

3.36 

1902  . 

.04 

.38 

.06 

.06 

.92 

1.01 

.16 

2.63 

1903  . 

.01 

.11 

.10 

.15 

.14 

.03 

.47 

1.02 

1904  . 

.07 

.07 

.08 

.11 

.26 

.59 

.58 

1.77 

1905  . 

.04 

.05 

.21 

.22 

.22 

.58 

.54 

1.86 

1906  . 

,  , 

.05 

.08 

.27 

.98 

.35 

.95 

2.68 

1907  . 

.  , 

.08 

.04 

.17 

.43 

.48 

.18 

1.37 

1908  . 

•  * 

.08 

.07 

.20 

.28 

.42 

.69 

1.74 

The  Tables  below  compare  South  Shields  for  1908  with  the 
towns  and  the  country  generally  : — 


Annual  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 

Deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  per  1,000  Births. 

Birth. 

1 

Death. 

- 1 

Principal  Kpi- 
(lemic  Diseases 

Smallpox. 

1  Measles.  j 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

ta 

‘o.'g 

”  Fever.” 

Diarrhoea. 

England  and  Wales 

26.5 

14.7 

1.29 

0.00 

j 

0.22  0.08 

0.15 

0.27 

0.07 

0.50 

121 

76  Great  Towns  . .  . . 

27.0 

14.9 

1.59 

0.00 

0.31 

0.10 

0.16 

0.29 

0.08 

0.65 

128 

142  Smaller  Towns  . . 

26.0 

14.0 

1.26 

0.20  0.06 

0.15 

0.25 

0.08 

0.52 

124 

England  and  Wales 

1 

less  the  218  Towns 

26.2 

14.7 

0.99 

0.00 

0.13 

0.06 

0.15 

0.25 

0.07 

0.33 

no 

Durham  Administra- 

tive  Countv . 

37.0 

17.5 

2.70 

0.27 

0.07 

0.18 

0.63 

0.18 

1.44 

151 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  . . 

30.1 

15.5 

1.74 

0.28 

0.08 

0.20 

0.42 

0.07 

0.69^ 

133 

Year 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 
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SOUTH 

SHIELDS. 

ENGLAND  &  WALES. 

Annual  Kate  per  1,000 
of  the  Population. 

Infantile 
Mortality 
Kate  per 

Annual  Kate  per  1,000 
of  rhe  Population. 

Infantile 
Mortality 
Rate  per 

Birth. 

Deatli. 

Zymotic 

1,000 

Births. 

Birth. 

Death. 

Zymotic 

1,000 

Births. 

37.0 

21.5 

3.09 

182 

29.3 

17.5 

2.22 

160 

36.0 

20.7 

2.33 

175 

29.1 

18.2 

2.21 

163 

36.3 

21.4 

2.33 

160 

28.7 

18.2 

2.00 

154 

36.8 

20.6 

3.36 

169 

28.5 

16.9 

2.05 

151 

36.4 

19.4 

2.62 

149 

28.5 

16.2 

1.64 

133 

34.5 

17.1 

1.01 

132 

28.4 

15.4 

1.46 

132 

34.5 

18.1 

1.77 

144 

27.9 

16.2 

1.94 

145 

32.0 

16.2 

1.86 

145 

27.2 

15.2 

1.52 

128 

31.7 

17.9 

2.68 

150 

27.1 

15.4 

1.73 

132 

28.9 

16.7 

1.37 

133 

26.3 

15.0 

1.26 

118 

30.1 

15.5 

1.74 

133 

26.5 

14.7 

1.29 

121 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 


TABLE  shewing  the  number  of  notifications  of  the  Notifiable 
Diseases,  and  the  deaths  therefrom,  during  1908  : — 


Diseases. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Deaths 

Registered. 

Smallpox  . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

292 

9 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup  . 

128 

23 

Typhus  Fever  . 

Enteric  (or  Typhoid)  Fever  .... 
Continued  Fever  . 

39 

8* 

Relapsing  Fever  . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

5 

1 

Cholera  . 

Erysipelas  . 

97 

3 

Plague  . 

Totals  for  1908  . 

561 

44 

Totals  for  1907  . 

575 

37 

*  Including  one  in  the  Boldon  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  notified  during  1908,  and  the  months  in  which  they  occm  red  : 


1908. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria 

and 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhus  Fever. 

j  Enteric  Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

RelapsiiiK 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

1  Cholera.  | 

Erysipelas. 

a> 

3 

9S 

Ah 

Totals. 

January  . 

25 

18 

1 

•  • 

11 

55 

February  . 

34 

18 

5 

.  . 

9 

.  . 

66 

March . 

28 

9 

7 

,  , 

7 

,  , 

51 

April . 

33 

8 

4 

.  . 

45 

May  . 

24 

12 

2 

.  . 

6 

.  . 

44 

June . 

14 

8 

1 

3 

4 

.  , 

30 

July  . 

27 

4 

2 

10 

•  * 

43 

August . 

20 

7 

5 

1 

10 

.  . 

43 

September . 

32 

3 

2 

9 

.  . 

46 

October  . 

20 

9 

1 

.  , 

7 

.  . 

37 

November . 

21 

18 

9 

.  . 

6 

.  , 

54 

December  . 

14 

14 

4 

1 

14 

47 

Total  for  1908  . . 

292 

128 

39 

5 

97 

561 

Total  for  1907  . . 

325 

133 

48 

..  i  5 

64 

•  • 

576 

I 
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The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  was  brought 
into  force  within  the  Borough  on  May  1st,  1891.  During  the  past 
eleven  years  the  notifications  have  been  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

18981899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1 

1906  1907 

1908 

Smallpox  . 

6 

2 

2 

71 

35 

101 

100 

1 

Plague  . 

Cholera . 

Diphtheria  &  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup . . . 

17 

33 

29 

35 

27 

83 

73 

103 

168 

133 

128 

Erysipelas  . 

133 

86 

80 

79 

98 

no 

99 

117 

104 

64 

97 

Scarlet  Fever . 

633 

669 

511 1263 

834 

378 

278 

227 

217 

325 

292 

Typhus  Fever  .... 

1‘65 

.. 

Enteric  Fever  .... 

175 

71 

115 

66 

58 

59 

84 

54 

48 

39 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

8 

4 

4 

5 

7 

6 

3 

4 

1 

5 

5 

Continued  and  Re¬ 
lapsing  Fevers  . . 

8 

2 

6 

2 

1 

Chickenpox* . 

421 

eio 

411 

327 

•• 

Totals . 

970 

971 

703  1499  1524 

■  1  1 

1289 

1025 

962 

645 

576 

561 

*  This  disease  was  made  notifiable  during  the  prevalence  of  Smallpox  as  a 
precautionary  measure,  but  ceased  to  be  notifiable  in  August,  1905. 


Smallpox. — Two  suspected  cases  were  isolated  at  Whiteleas 
Hospital.  After  observation  for  a  short  time  it  was  evident  that 
they  were  not  cases  of  Smallpox.  Repeated  visits  were  paid  to 
the  addresses  of  four  persons  who  had  been  in  contact  with  Small¬ 
pox  in  other  districts,  none  of  whom  developed  the  disease. 

'  Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases,  292,  is  rather  less  than  for 
the  previous  year.  Nine  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease.  These 
numbers  correspond  to  an  attack  rate  of  2.5,  and  a  death  rate  of 
0.08  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the 
notified  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital. 

1  The  following  Table  gives  the  Scarlet  Fever  Attack-,  Death-,  and 
Mortality-rates,  together  with  the  percentage  of  cases  removed 
to  the  Hospital  since  1892  : — 
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Year. 

Population 

Attack-rate 
per  1,000 
Poptilation. 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

Mortality 
Rate  per 
cent,  of 
Cases. 

Percentage 
of  cases 
Removed 
to 

Hospital. 

1892 

80,530 

4.8 

.12 

2.5 

34 

1893 

82,284 

7.4 

.38 

.5.2 

27 

1894 

84,077 

8.4 

.39 

4.6 

28 

1895 

85,910 

4.4 

.18 

4.1 

33 

1896 

87,785 

5.4 

.18 

3.3 

40 

1897 

89,699 

7.1 

.15 

2.2 

40 

1898 

91,656 

6.9 

.25 

3.6 

42 

1899 

93,657 

7.1 

.21 

3.0 

42 

1900 

95,703 

5.3 

.21 

4.1 

55 

1901 

97,800 

12.5 

.60 

4.7 

39 

1902 

103,330 

8.0 

.38 

4.7 

49 

1903 

105,325 

3.6 

.11 

3.2 

73 

1904 

107,334 

2.9 

.07 

2.9 

75 

1905 

109,360 

2.1 

.05 

2.6 

70 

1906 

111,402 

1.9 

.05 

2.8 

67 

1907 

113,460 

2.9 

.08 

2.8 

68 

1908 

11.5,535 

2.5 

.08 

3.1 

75 

“  Fever.” — Thirty-nine  cases  were  notified  as  Typhoid  Fever, 
and  eight  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  during  the  year.  No 
case  of  Typhus,  Continued,  or  Relapsing  Fever  was  notified.  This 
is  the  smallest  number  of  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  notified  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  in  1891.  The  “fever”  attack- 
rate  was  0.34,  and  the  death  rate  0.07  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Thirty-two  of  the  cases  notified  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — The  number  of  notified 
cases  of  this  disease  was  128,  compared  with  133  for  the  previous 
year,  corresponding  to  an  attack-rate  of  1.11  per  1 ,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  Twenty-three  deaths  occurred,  equivalent  to  a  death  rate 
of  0.20  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  case  mortality  is  very 
high.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  properly  treat  a  severe  case  of 
Diphtheria  in  an  ordinary  small  dwelling,  and  for  this  reason  the 
Council  should  take  an  early  opportunity  of  providing  the  new 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  for  which  the  site  has  been  purchased. 


Puerperal  Fever. — Five  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the 
year,|[and^one*death  was  registered.  Four  of  these  cases  occurrt'd 
in  the  practice  of  three  midwives.  The  cases  were  investigated,  and 
precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease, 
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Erysipelas. — -Ninety-seven  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified 
during  the  year,  and  three  deaths  occurred  from  this  disea, se. 

Cholera  and  Plague. — No  cases  of  these  diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

Repeated  visits  were  paid  to  the  addresses  of  67  persons  who 
had  come  from  districts  infected  with  these  diseases. 

Diarrhoea. — The  weather  during  the  summer  of  1908  was  not 
so  cold  and  damp  as  in  the  previous  year.  In  consequence,  Diarrhoea 
caused  80  deaths,  nearly  four  times  as  many  as  in  1907,  giving  a 
death-rate  of  0.69  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  numbers  of 
these  deaths  for  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  quarters  of 
the  year  were  5,  5,  44  and  26  respectively.  Thhty  other  deaths 
were  due  to  allied  diseases,  of  which  19  were  of  infants  under 
one  year,  and  5  of  children  from  one  to  two  years  old. 

The  distribution  of  the  disease  in  the  various  Wards  is  shewn 
in  Table  11.,  page  54. 

Measles  caused  32  deaths,  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0.28  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  The  ages  at  death  were,  2  from  three  to 
six  months,  10  from  six  to  twelve  months,  5  from  one  year  to  two 
years,  8  two  years,  3  three  years,  1  four  years,  2  five  years,  and  1 
six  years  old.  The  deaths  all  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year. 
The  Infants’  Department  of  St.  Stephens’  School  was  closed  for 
three  weeks  in  February,  and  five  classes  of  Baring  Street  Infants’ 
School  were  closed  for  three  weeks  in  March  and  April. 

Whooping  Cough  caused  49  deaths,  equivalent  to  a  death  rate 
of  0.42  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  ages  at  death  were,  17 
under  one  year,  28  between  one  and  two  years,  and  4  five  years  old. 
The  cases  occmred  throughout  the  year,  and  no  school  was  closed 
on  account  of  this  disease. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  209  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during 
1908,  as  follows  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Tuberculous  Phthisis) .  101 

“  Phthisis  ”  (not  otherwise  defined) .  37 

Tuberculous  Meningitis .  24 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis .  18 

“  Tabes  Mesenterica  ”  3 

Tuberculosis  of  other  organs .  9 

General  Tuberculosis . 17 
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The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  for  1908  was  1.81  per  1,000  of 
•the  population,  as  compared  "with  2.27  for  the  previous  year,  and 
2.18,  the  average  rate  for  the  years  1903  to  1907.  Sixty-two  bundles 
of  bedding  and  33  rooms  were  disinfected  during  the  year  by  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department  in  connection  with  the  enquiries 
which  are  made  whenever  a  death  occurs  from  Tuberculosis  of  the 
lungs. 

At  the  request  of  medical  men,  the  Health  Visitor  has  paid  visits 
to  houses  of  their  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs, 
and  has  given  advice  on  the  importance  of  cleanliness  and  fresh 
air  for  the  patient,  and  the  necessity  of  taking  the  utmost  care  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection  by  coughing  and  careless  expector¬ 
ation. 

The  question  of  the  advisability  of  taking  some  steps  to  prevent 
the  excessive  amount  of  spitting  on  public  footpaths  was  brought 
before  the  Health  Committee  in  August,  and  further  discussed  in 
Council,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  no  action  was  taken  to  limit  this 
objectionable  and  dangerous  practice. 

Bacteriological  Laboratory. — Forty  specimens  were  examined 
during  the  year,  including  24  for  Diphtheria  and  12  for  Typhoid 
Fever. 
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THE  BOROUGH  HOSPITALS  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


DENES  FEVER  HOSPITAL. 


The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  patients  admitted  to 
and  discharged  from  the  Denes  Fever  Hospital  during  1908  : — 


Notified  Disease. 

Cc^ 

^  o 

CT> 

.z 

i  ^ 

«  -V 

ci  ” 

Admitted 
duringf  1908. 

Total  Nuitifier 
Treated 
duriiis;  1908. 

'Z  06 
a>  0 
tl(7> 

^  u 

— 

Died 

durinif  1908. 

C  00 

^  0 

—  05 

•  E 

.5  fo 

^  cJ 

Z  zj 

Mortality  per  cent. 

of  total  minilier  of 

Dischartres  and 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

41 

! 

219  260 

236 

7 

17 

2.9 

Enteric  Fever  . 

3 

32  ;  35 

26 

5 

4 

16.1 

Suspects . 

3  *  3 

3 

Totals . 

44 

254  i  298 

265 

12 

21 

4.3 

The  following  Table  gives  the  average  number  of  patients  in 
Hospital*  for^  each  month  of  the- year. 


Notified 

Disease. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

-9 

S 

0 

a> 

0 

Whole  Year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

31.0 

25.8 

33.9 

29.1 

27.5 

26.3 

20.8 

24.5 

27.8  32.5 

21.1 

22.4 

26.9 

EntericFever 

1.5 

2.7 

3.2 

1.9 

1.3 

1.7 

2.5 

3.1 

3.6  0.6 

.3.3 

5.4 

3.1 

Suspects .... 

0.1 

0.2 

0.0 

0.7  0.3 

O.i 

All  Diseases 

32.6 

28.7 

37.1 

31.0'  28.9!  28.0 

i  1 

23.4 

27.5'  32.0  33.4 

1  1 

24.5 

27.8 

30.1 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  largest  number  of  patients  in  Hospital  at 
one  time  was  41  on  January  1st  and  on  March  25th  ;  the  smallest 
number  was  15  in  December.  The  average  duration  of  stay  in 
Hospital  (excluding  fatal  cases)  was  44.3  days.  Seven  deaths 
occurred  after  a  stay  in  Hospital  of  2,  3,  7,  8,  10,  13,  and  21  days 
respectively,  one  of  the  deaths  being  due  to  MorbUh. 
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Typhoid  Fever. — The  maximum^number  of  patients  was  seven, 
for  several  days  in  December,  while  on  twenty-seven  days  during 
the  year  there  were  no  patients.  Five  deaths  occurred,  one  princi¬ 
pally  due  to  alcoholism  after  eight  days,  the  others  after  4,  6,  10 
and  13  days  respectively.  The  average  duration  of  stay  in  Hospital 
(excluding  fatal  cases)  was  35.9  days. 

Suspected  Cases. — A  case  of  suspected  Cerebrospinal  Fever  was 
admitted,  but  the  case  proved  not  to  belong  to  the  epidemic  variety. 
A  case  of  suspected  Scarlet  Fever  and  a  case  of  suspected  Typhoid 
Fever  were  also  admitted  for  observation,  but  they  proved  to  be 
other  diseases. 

New  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. — Steps  have  not  yet  been  taken 
to  erect  a  new  hospital,  for  which  a  site  was  obtained  in  1907.  As 
previously  mentioned,  the  large  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  in 
the  town  renders  the  provision  of  adequate  hospital  accommodation 
urgent.  Though  Scarlet  Fever  and  Typhoid  Fever  have  not  been 
prevalent,  it  is  bad  economy  to  put  off  the  provision  of  a  hospital 
until  we  are  in  the  middle  of  a  severe  epidemic. 


WHITELEAS  SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 


The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  cases  treated  in  the 

Whiteleas  Smallpox  Hospital : — 


Disease. 

1S93 

1S94 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

19021903 

1901 

190; 

1906  1907 

1908 

.Smallpox . 

51 

It 

i-1 

12 

3 

9 

3 

2 

71 

37 

103 

101 

2 

1 

During  1908  two  cases  were  isolated  for  observation,  but  neither 
turned  out  to  be  Smallpox.  Three  contacts  were  also  isolated 
during  the  disinfection  of  their  homes. 


Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Scheme. — In  1904  a  Joint  Smallpox 
Hospital  Board  was  constituted  for  certain  districts  in  North-east 
Durham.  In  August,  1907,  this  Board  asked  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  to  recommend  the  Council  to  join  this  Board  and  allow  the 
Corporation  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Whiteleas  to  be  taken  over  by 
a  new  Joint  Board  on  which  South  Shields  would  be  represented. 
The  matter  was  discussed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Hospitals  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee,  and  negotiations  are  still  being  carried  on.  This  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  as  extension  of  the  area  served 
by  the  Hospital  must  lead  to  a  considerable  saving  of  expense. 


22 


GENERAL. 

Nuisances, *^etc. — During  the  year,  481  preliminary  notices  were 
served  on  owners  with  regard  to  774  nuisances,  and  551  preliminary 
notices  were  served  on  occupiers  respecting  357  nuisances.  Par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  nuisances  will  be  found  in  Table  A.,  page  36.  It  was 
necessary  to  serve  only  38  statutory  notices,  all  on  owners,  re¬ 
specting  67  nuisances  which  had  not  been  abated  on  the  receipt 
of  the  preliminary  notices.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any 
of  these  cases  before  the  magistrates. 

Back  Lanes. — Pollution  of  the  back  lanes  by  the  privy  receptacles 
still  continues.  Now  that  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  gives  power  to  deal  with  this  archaic  and  insanitary 
method  of  refuse  disposal,  the  earliest  opportunity  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  further  extension  of  this  form  of  closet  accommoda¬ 
tion,  and  to  replace  the  existing  privies  by  more  satisfactory  ones 
in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  least  inconvenience  and  expense. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. — The  question  of 
adopting  sections  of  this  Act  was  under  consideration  at  the  end 
the  year. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. — At  the  meeting  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts  Sub-Committee  on  December 
19th,  1907,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  be  instructed  to  make  enquiries  and 
report  as  to  the  housing  conditions  within  a  particular  area  in 
Shields  Ward.  In  accordance  mth  these  instructions,  a  survey 
was  made  by  myself  and  the  district  Inspector  of  Nuisances  of  the 
whole  area  along  the  river-side  from  the  Market  Place  towards  the 
sea.  For  convenience  this  area  was  divided  into  two  parts. 

The  first  part  (lying  north  of  Fables’  Quay  and  the  Railway,  and 
excluding  the  houses  between  Mitre  Street  and  Heugh  Terrace, 
which  had  been  recently  inspected,  and  where  various  improve¬ 
ments  had  been  carried  out)  contained  mostly  large  houses  originally 
inhabited  by  better-class  residents,  but  now  sub-let  to  many  tenants, 
as  is  shewn  in  the  following  summary  : — 


108  houses  were  let  as  follows  : — 


22  houses  had 

23 
14 
12 
14 

5 


1  tenant  each. 

2  tenants  ,, 

3  ,,  ,, 

4  I,  ,j 

5 

6 


»> 
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6  houses  had  7  tenants  each. 

^  J)  ^3)  33 

1  house  had  9  „ 

1  33  10  ,3 

4  houses  had  11  „  ,, 

1  house  had  13  ,, 

As  might  be  expected,  these  buildings  were  ill-adapted  to  their 
present  use.  The  insanitary  consequences  of  common  yards 
and  stair-cases  were  seen  on  all  sides.  In  addition,  the  houses 
between  Wapping  and  Shad  well  Streets,  and  Heron  and  Albion 
Streets  and  Military  Road  on  the  bank  side,  were  built  about 
small  yards  and  passages,  and  were  damp  and  badly  fitted  for 
human  habitation.  It  is  no  matter  for  surprise  that  so  many  of 
these  are  unoccupied  and  in  ruins. 

Two  blocks  of  buildings,  11  to  15,  and  17  to  19,  Heron  Street, 
shewed  signs  of  subsidence  of  the  hillside  ;  the  walls  and  yard 
surfaces  of  the  buildings  were  badly  cracked,  and  the  attention 
of  the  Borough  Surveyor  was  called  to  then  condition.  Subse¬ 
quently  the  retaining  walls  were  under-set. 

The  following  Tables  shew  the  number  of  Tenements  and  Rooms, 
and  the  number  of  Persons  per  tenement  and  room,  in  No.  1  area 
of  Shields  Ward. 


TABLE  (a). 


Occupied. 

“No 

Answer.” 

“  To 

Let.” 

Totals. 

Rooms 

per 

a 

Av’r’ge 

SO 

Tene- 

No.  of 

No. 

‘-3 

Popu- 

o  § 

o  S 

No.  of 

No. 

No.  of 

No. 

ment. 

Tene- 

of 

latioii 

H 

C 

Tene- 

of 

Tene- 

of 

ments. 

Rooms. 

Qh 

per 

Room. 

H 

^  o 

ments 

Rooms. 

ments. 

Rooms. 

1 

187 

187 

476 

2.5 

9 

9 

16 

16 

212 

212 

2 

136 

272 

555 

2.0 

4 

8 

12 

24 

152 

304 

3 

32 

96 

163 

1.7 

,  , 

,  , 

32 

96 

4 

6 

24 

35 

1.5 

1 

4 

,  . 

7 

28 

5 

5 

25 

29 

1.2 

,  , 

1 

5 

6 

30 

6 

,  . 

,  , 

.  . 

7 

1 

7 

3 

0.4 

,  . 

.  . 

1’ 

7 

8 

2 

16 

20 

1.2 

2 

16 

Totals 

369 

627 

1281 

*2.1 

14 

21 

29 

45 

412 

693 

*  Average  for  5  rooms  and  less. 
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TABLE  (6). 


c 

o 

s 

Room.s 

PEK 

Tenkmknt. 

H 

1 

2 

3 

A 

5 

7 

8 

U 

— 

- 

— 

— 

& 

O 

o 

.2 

_0 

O 

_0 

Z 

C 

d 

X 

0 

a 

6 

X 

3 

*72 

z; 

s 

z 

*3 

z 

3 

z 

-> 

z 

z 

Ch 

Cl. 

ri . 

a. 

1“. . 

0 

O 

o 

•** 

Pm 

a, 

— 

1 

56 

56 

10 

10 

4 

4 

1 

..  1  .. 

2 

61 

122 

26 

52 

4 

8 

1 

2 

3 

27 

81 

19 

57 

1 

3 

1 

3 

.. 

.. 

1 

3 

.. 

.. 

4 

16 

64 

27 

108 

2 

8 

2 

8 

5 

12 

60 

21 

105 

7 

35 

.. 

1 

5 

6 

13 

78 

15 

90 

4 

24 

•• 

1 

6 

7 

1 

7 

12 

84 

4 

28 

1 

7 

1 

7 

8 

1 

8 

5 

40 

2 

16 

1 

8 

1 

8 

9 

1 

9 

3 

27 

1 

9 

1 

9 

10 

1 

10 

12 

1 

12 

Totals' 187 

1 

476 

136 

555 

32 

163 

6 

35 

5 

29 

1 

3 

2 
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The  above  Table  shews  a  total  of  369  tenements  with  a  population 
of  1281,  of  whom  716  are  “  overcrowded,”  i.e.,  all  in  thick  type 
below  the  line,  live  more  than  two  in  one  room. 


The  second  part  of  the  district  includes  the  area  below  the  railway, 
to  the  north  of  King  Street  and  the  Market  Place.  With  the 
exception  of  the  buildings  pulled  down  for  the  Thrift  Street  widening 
scheme,  few  of  the  houses  have  been  destroyed  or  are  in  ruins. 
Most  of  the  houses  are  in  poor  condition,  but  are  being  continually 
repaired  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  them  just  fit  for  habitation. 
The  tenants  are  dirty  and  careless,  and  the  natural  situation, 
between  the  two  hills  in  Thames  Street  and  on  the  hillside  in  Lower 
Thames  Street  and  elsewhere,  makes  it  very  unlikely  that  the 
character  of  the  district  can  be  materially  raised  except  by  a  com¬ 
prehensive  scheme.  Such  a  scheme  would  be  a  benefit  in  two 
ways,  more  land  might  bc  secured  for  business  purposes  near  the 
main  streets  of  the  town,  and  a  most  undesirable  slum  area  would 
be  renK)\'ed.  I  reported  on  the  area  in  detail,  pointing  out  reasons 
for  the  various  recommendations  with  regard  to  repairs  and  closing. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  houses  or  parts  of  houses  which  I 
represented  as  being  unfit  for  habitation  : — 


No.  of  At 

Situation.  Rooms.  Conrt.  Result. 


No.  1  District. 

2,  4,  6,  &  8,  Heron  Street  . . 

10 

28.1.09 

Closing  Order. 

24,  Heron  Street  . 

3 

— 

Repaired. 

44,  Heron  St.  &  17,  Mitre  St. . 
38,  Heron  St.  (base  of  11-13, 

2 

— 

Access  made  to  yard,  etc. 

Mitre  Street) . 

1 

9.9.08 

Closing  Order.  Door  and 
window  fastened  up. 

76,  Heron  Street  . 

9 

Extensive  Repairs  ;  1  room 

converted  into  a  wash¬ 
house,  2  w.c.’s  provided. 

4,  Wapping  Street . 

2 

— 

Repaired. 

Heron  Stairs . 

5 

2.2.09 

Closing  Order. 

15,  Wapping  Street . 

3 

9.9.08 

Closing  Order. 

64-66,  Wapping  Street  . 

5 

28.1.09 

Closing  Order  for  3  rooms  ; 

2  others  repaired. 

19,  Wellington  Street  . 

3 

28.1.09 

Closing  Order  for  cellar  ;  2 

attics  repaired. 

27,  Wellington  Street  . 

] 

— 

Two  rooms  made  into  one. 

1,  Dairy  Lane . 

10-12,  Wellinston  Street  and 

1 

9.9.08 

Closing  Order. 

18-20,  Wellington  Place 

14 

— 

Repaired  ;  New  roof,  attics 
abolished,  etc. 

26,  Wellington  Street  . 

2 

Front  basement  closed  ;  door 
and  window  bricked  up  ; 
back  repaired. 

28,  Wellington  Street  . 

1 

28.1.09 

Closing  Order  (back  basem’t) 

40,  Wellington  Street  . 

11 

— 

Repaired. 

15,  Albion  Street . 

3 

— 

Repaired  ;  attic  closed. 

17,  Albion  Street . 

3 

— 

Repaired. 

48,  Wellington  Street  . 

4 

9.0.08 

Closing  Order. 

1  &  2,  Stob  Lane . 

4 

9.9.08 

Closing  Order. 

1  &  2,  Masons  Lane . 

6 

9.9.08 

Closing  Order. 

20  &  22,  Albion  Street  .... 

7 

9.9.08 

Closing  Order  ;  demolished. 

Stob  Yard . 

8 

9.9.08 

Closing  Order. 

Long  Bank  . 

2 

— 

Repaired  ;  entrance  made  to 
yard. 

3  &  5,  Long  Bank  . 

3 

— 

Repaired  ;  2  rooms  made 

into  one. 

13,  Shadwell  Street  . 

2 

2.2.09 

Closing  Order. 

19,  Mitre  Street . 

5 

— 

Negotiations  proceeding. 

11-19,  Heron  Street . 

— 

— 

Repairs  done  under  Borough 
Surveyor. 
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Situation. 

No.  of 

Rooms. 

At 

Court, 

Result. 

No.  2  District. 

21,  Long  Row . 

4 

Repaired. 

23  &  24,  Long  Row . 

4 

11.2.09 

Closing  Order. 

25,  Long  Row . 

8 

2.2.09 

Closing  Order. 

18,  Lower  Thames  Street  . 

1 

— 

Repaired. 

Pott’s  Court  . 

5 

— 

Repaired. 

23  &  24,  Lower  Thames  St. 

2 

9.9.08 

Closing  Order  ;  converted 

4  &  5,  Thames  Street  . . . 

2 

2.2.09 

into  Coal  Depot. 

Closing  Order. 

7,  Thames  Street  . 

3 

2.2.09 

One  closed  by  Order  ;  two 

13,  Thames  Street . 

2 

28.1.09 

repaired. 

Closing  Order  ;  {two  attics). 

6-8,  Harding’s  Bank . 

6 

— 

One  room  closed  ;  stable 

6,  Union  Alloy . 

3 

28.1.09 

beneath  closed. 

Closing  Order. 

14,  North  Street  . 

7 

— 

Repaired ;  1  room  made 

26,  North  Street  . 

1 

into  washhouse  and  two 
other  rooms  made  into  1. 
Repaired. 

6,  Price  Street  . 

2 

9.9.08 

Closing  Order  ;  windows  and 

Thames  Lane  . 

1 

9.9.08 

door  bricked  up. 

Closing  Order  ;  door  bricked 

4,  5,  &  6,  Lower  Thames  St. 

. .  10 

— 

Up. 

Repaired  ;  2  w.c.’s  provided. 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts  Sub-Committee  visited 
all  the  property  mentioned  in  this  list  on  June  3rd,  4th,  and  5th, 
and  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  on  June  16th.  The  Health 
Committee  resolved  to  take  proceedings  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  and  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  1890  and 
1903,  for  the  closing  of  the  dwelling-houses  and  tenements  specified 
in  the  list. 

With  one  exception  (19,  Mitre  Street)  the  whole  of  the  premises 
have  now  been  dealt  with,  as  shevm  in  columns  3  and  4  of  the 
above  list. 

Briefly,  7  rooms  have  been  demolished  ;  46  have  been  closed 
as  beyond  repair  ;  29  have  been  closed  until  repaired  ;  3  have  been 
thrown  into  other  rooms  ;  2  have  been'made  into  wash-houses,  and 
2  into  a  coal  depot.  In  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  Committee 
a  very  substantial  improvement  has  been  effected  in  Shields  Ward. 

In  addition,  a  large  house,  12,  Foster  Street,  containing  seven 
single-roomed  tenements  has  becn_demolished  and  the  site  walled 
round  by  the  owner,  in  consequence  of  his  attention  having  been 
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drawn  by  the  Health  Department  to  the  condition  of  the  building. 
At  76,  Wapping  Street  and  19,  Smithy  Street,  four  rooms  have 
been  closed  in  the  same  way  as  being  beyond  repah. 

The  large  alterations  carried  out  with  the  extension  of  the  Middle 
Dock  have  made  a  very  desirable  clearance  in  the  Holborn  district. 
I  propose  to  report  during  the  present  year  on  the  general  condition 
of  Holborn. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — The  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  paid 
121  visits  to  these  houses  and  generally  found  their  condition 
satisfactory.  One  notice  was  served  regarding  a  nuisance.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  28  houses  on  the  register,  having 
accommodation  for  988  lodgers.  At  two  of  the  houses  there  is 
accommodation  for  both  men  and  women.  These  houses  are  also 
supervised  by  the  Police,  who  paid  1,006  visits  to  them. 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses. — There  were  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  66  houses,  having  accommodation  for  686  men. 
The  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  paid  506  visits  to  these  houses,  and  the 
Police  paid  1,225.  Notices  were  served  regarding  three  nuisances, 
and  three  prosecutions  for  offences  against  the  byelaws  were  insti¬ 
tuted  by  the  Police. 

Houses-Let-in-Lodgings. — There  are  nine  houses  on  the  register, 
and  nine  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  them  by  the  Inspectors 
of  Nuisances,  in  addition  to  special  visits  in  connection  with 
proceedings  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. — Particulars  of  inspections  and 
defects  found  during  1908  in  connection  with  the  factories,  work¬ 
shops,  &c.,  in  the  Borough  are  given  in  the  Home  Office  Table  on 
pages  28  and  29. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  one  underground  bakehouse  was 
found  to  be  in  use  contrary  to  the  Act  of  1901.  The  attention  of 
the  occupier  and  the  owner  was  called  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Act,  and  the  use  of  the  bakehouse  was  discontinued.  The  use 
of  one  of  the  three  underground  bakehouses  mentioned  in  last 
year’s  report  has  been  given  up.  There  are  now  only  two  under¬ 
ground  bakehouses  in  use  in  South  Shields. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1. —INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices 

Prosecutions. 

Factouiks . 

28 

2 

ilncludiiiK  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  . 

298 

16 

(Includimr  Workshop  Laundries) 

W0HKPI.ACK.S . 

191 

1 

(Other  than  ()ut«orkers’  premises  in- 

eluded  in  Part  3  of  this  Table) 

Total . . 

517 

19 

2  - DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Kemcdied 

Receiving 

Attention 

Referred 
to  H  .M. 
Inspector. 

of 

Prosecu- 

tiona 

'Nuisaneet  under  the  Public  Health 
Acte:— 

10 

10 

Want  of  ventilation  . 

4 

4 

tSaniiary  acconimoilation— 

Insufficient . . 

5 

2 

3 

6 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

1 

1 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require¬ 
ments  for  bakehouses  (s.  97  to  100) 

2 

(Kxcludmg  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  which  are  included  in  Part 

3  of  this  Table) 

29 

23 

6 

Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  .3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  as  leinediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

t  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  in  force. 
The  alterations  and  improvements  carried  out  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  sanitary  accommodation  have  been  in  accordance  with  the 
Sanitary  Accommodation  Order  of  4th  February,  1903. 


HOMEWORK. 
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Water  Supply. — In  consequence  of  the  results  obtained  by  the 
examination  of  the  water  supply  by  the  Corporation  of  Sunderland, 
a  report  was  made  by  me  to  the  Parliamentary,  Trade  and  Com¬ 
merce  Committee,and  it  was  resolved  that  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  of  our  water  supply  should  be  made.  These  examinations 
are  now  being  carried  on.  ^ 

Food  Inspection. — One  hundred  and  fifty  samples  were  taken  j 
during  the  year,  and  submitted  to  the  Borough  Analyst.  Details 
of  the  samples  taken,  and  the  action  which  followed  are  given  in 
Table  G.,  page  42.  Sixteen  samples  were  taken  informally,  and  five  ' 
samples  of  milk  were  taken  at  the  railway  station.  One  of  them 
was  found  to  be  10  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 


In  consequence  of  a  circular  from  the  Local  Government  Board, 
calling  attention  to  the  question  of  preservatives  in  Tripe,  I  reported 
to  the  Health  Committee  that  the  imported  cooked  preserved 
tripe,  kno^vn  as  “  Keg  tripe,”  contained  an  amount  of  preservatives 
so  large  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  health. 

The  sample  of  preserved  tripe  bought  in  the  town  and  analysed, 
was  found  to  contain  a  proportion  of  boric  acid  similar  to  that 
described  in  the  Local  Government  Board’s  circular.  The  Council 
decided  to  issue  and  advertise  the  following  notice,  as  had  been  done 
in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  ; — 

TO  B  UTCHERS  AND  TRIPE  DEALERS. 

PRESERVAnVES  IN  TRIPE. 

The  Council  of  the  County  Borough  of  South  Shields  hereby  give 
notice  to  all  persons  interested  in  the  sale  of  Tripe,  that  Tripe  con¬ 
taining  a  greatly  excessive  quantity  of  boron  preservatives  is  being 
sent  into  England  from  the  United  States  and  other  places  in  large 
quantities,  and  that  legal  proceedings  will  be  taken  against  any  person 
found  selling  such  Tripe  or  having  the  same  in  possession  for  sale  in 
the  Borough  of  South  Shields. 

The  principal  characteristics  of  such  Tripe  denoting  the  presence 
of  excessive  amounts  of  preservatives  are,  brittleness,  bitterness  to 
the  taste,  and  sometimes  sliminess  to  the  touch  ;  and  occasionally 
the  Tripe  is  reduced  to  a  jelly-like  substance. 

By  Order, 


CouBT  Buildings, 

South  Shields, 

29Tn  June,  1908. 


J.  MOORE  HAYTON, 

Town  Clebk. 
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In  June  a  quantity  of  fish,  unfit  for  human  food,  was  seized  and 
destroyed.  The  owner  was  prosecuted  and  fined  £5  and  costs. 

Particulars  of  the  amount  of  food  condemned  during  the  year 
will  be  found  in  Table  H.,  page  43. 

Public  Slaughterhouse. — All  slaughtering  in  the  Borough  is  done 
in  the  Public  Slaughterhouse,  and  the  work  has  gone  on  in  a  highly 
satisfactory  manner.  The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during 
the  year  was  : — Beasts,  5,157  ;  Calves,  730  ;  Pigs,  8,320  ;  and 
Sheep,  33,968  ;  total,  48,175  animals. 

Most  of  the  meat  condemned,  as  shewn  in  Table  H.,  page  43, 
was  taken  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse.  It  is  easy  to  have  a 
thorough  inspection  of  the  meat  killed  under  the  present  arrange¬ 
ments. 

Enquiries  were  made  as  to  the  possibility  of  making  use  of  the 
fat  of  condemned  carcases  in  such  a  way  that  it  could  not  be  used 
for  human  food.  After  consideration,  the  Slaughterhouse  Sub- 
Committee  decided  that  the  trouble  and  expense  entailed  would 
not  be  justified  by  the  small  return  that  would  be  obtained. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  in  a  case  where  pigs  were  slaughtered 
outside  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  :  the  Magistrates  imposed  a  fine 
of  £2  10s.  Od.  and  costs. 

Triperies. — There  are  five  tripe  preparers  in  the  Borough,  one 
of  whom  carries  on  his  work  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse.  The 
establishments  outside  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Gut-Scraping  Places. — All  the  gut-scraping  in  the  Borough  is 
done  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse.  This  is  very  satisfactory,  as 
this  intensely  offensive  business  should  not  be  carried  on  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  dwelling-houses.  An  establishment  was  opened 
in  the  town  without  the  consent  of  the  Council,  but  on  the  Health 
Committee  taking  steps  in  the  matter,  the  business  was  removed. 
In  another  instance,  when  the  conditions  were  pointed  out  to  the 
occupier,  he  transferred  his  business  to  the  Public  Slaughterhouse. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Milkshops,  Ice-Cream  Shops,  and  Fried  Fish 
Shops. — These  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year. 

Midwives  Act,  1902. — At  the  end  of  1908  there  were  29  mid  wives 
on  the  South  Shields  register.  No  new  names  have  been  added  to 
this  list  during  the  year. 
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On  the  occurrence  of  a  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  in  a  patient  of 
one  of  the  midwives,  the  midwife  was  instructed  to  refrain  from 
practice  for  a  time.  This  advice  was  disregarded,  and  the  circum¬ 
stances  were  reported  to  the  Midwives  Act  Sub-Committee,  who 
instructed  me  to  severely  censure  her,  and  inform  her  that  any 
future  disobedience  would  be  reported  to  the  Central  Midwives 
Board.  This  woman  had  been  reported  to  the  Board,  in  accord¬ 
ance  mth  Section  8  (4)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  on  account  of  her 
being  convicted  of  larceny.  The  matter  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  Board. 

As  regards  one  of  the  mid  wives  reported  in  1907  for  neglecting 
to  comply  with  the  rules  of  the  Board,  a  report  on  her  subsequent 
conduct,  which  had  been  satisfactory,  was  made  to  the  Board  at 
their  request  in  March,  1908. 

During  the  year,  180  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspector  to  Mid¬ 
wives  at  their  homes,  and  midwives  paid  20  visits  to  the  Health 
Office.  In  addition  to  this,  50  uncertified  women  practising  as 
midwnves  have  been  visited.  The  case-books  and  bags  of  appliances 
of  the  midwives  were  examined  and  found  to  be  satisfactory  and 
instructions  were  given  where  necessary. 

The  total  number  of  cases  known  to  have  been  attended  by 
midwives  during  the  year  is  1,326.  In  addition  to  this,  286  cases 
are  known  to  have  been  attended  by  uneertified  women.  Three 
mid  wives  attended  more  tlian  100  cases  each  ;  10  more  attended 
from  50  to  100  cases  each  ;  and  only  6  attended  less  than  10  cases 
each. 

Notifications  have  been  received  from  midwives  during  1908, 


in  accordance  with  Rule  R.  20,  as  follows  : — 

Still-births  .  36 

Sending  for  medical  help  .  40 

The  reasons  given  for  sending  for  medical  help  were  : — 

Abnormal  labour  .  20 

Delieate  or  premature  infants  .  12 

Illness  of  mother .  4 

Death  of  mother .  1 

Raised  temperature  .  3 
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In  June,  the  Central  Midwives  Board  issued  leaflets  on  Cancer 
of  the  Womb,  impressing  on  midwives  the  necessity  of  early  recog¬ 
nition  of  this  distressing  condition,  and  explaining  to  them  t^ie 
symptoms.  Each  midwife  was  supplied  with  a  copy  of  this  leaflet, 
and  its  meaning  was  made  clear  to  her.  Copies  were  also  given 
to  a  number  of  the  uncertified  women  who  were  likely  to  profit 
by  them. 

Four  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  visited,  occurring  in  the 
practice  of  three  certified  midwives  ;  one  woman  attended  two 
cases.  Their  bags,  appliances,  etc.,  were  disinfected  before  they 
attended  other  women. 

Health  Visitor. — As  in  1907,  names  of  children  born  during  the 
year  were  obtained  from  the  Registrar.  Under  the  present  law 
the  birth  of  a  child  need  not  be  registered  until  it  is  six  weeks  old. 
The  delay  caused  in  this  way  prevents  useful  work.  I  regret  that 
the  Council  refused  to  adopt  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907, 
by  which  births  would  have  been  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  within  48  hours. 

Lists  of  still- births  have  been  obtained  from  the  Cemeteries, 
and  enquiries  have  been  made  with  regard  to  them.  Sixty-eight 
cases  of  still-births  were  investigated  ;  36  were  attended  by  mid¬ 
wives,  21  by  medical  men,  and  11  by  uncertified  women.  Thirty 
of  these  still-births  were  said  to  be  premature. 

The  Health  Visitor  reports  that  in  the  eleven  months  from 
February  to  December,  2,011  visits  were  paid  to  houses  where  the 
birth  of  an  infant  had  occurred,  and  advice  was  given  to  the  parents 
on  feeding  and  management  of  the  infants.  Of  the  children  visited, 
1,818  were  breast-fed,  82  partly  breast-fed,  and  111  hand-fed. 

The  condition  of  the  infants  is  shewn  below  : — 


Well-nourished  . 

Ureiist- 

fe.l. 

1410 

I'lirtly 

Hiva-it-fu'l 

29 

Haii.i- 

fe.l. 

24 

i'l'tal. 

1463 

Perientajje 

1.6 

Fairly  well  nourished  . .  . . 

348 

30 

31 

409 

7.6 

Badly  nourished . 

60 

23 

56 

139 

40.3 

Two  hundred  re-visits  were  paid  to  infants  that  were  in  poor 
condition. 

I  am  glad  to  notice  that  the  proportion  of  bottle-fed  cases  is 
lower  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  that  in  nearly  half  the  cases 
the  boat-shaped  ^bottle  is  used  instead  of  the  long-tubed  bottle,  as 
shewn  in  the  followingjTable  ; — • 
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MoNTn. 

Feedino. 

Total. 

Per¬ 

centage 

of 

Children 

Hand- 

fed. 

Breast 

fed. 

Mixed 

feeding. 

Hand-fed. 

No. 

Typeo 

Bottle 

Boat. 

Tube. 

February  . . . 

125 

10 

10 

6 

4 

145 

7.0 

March . 

158 

30 

13 

7 

6 

201 

6‘,5 

April . 

153 

4 

20 

8 

2 

177 

11.3 

May  . 

212 

2 

6 

2 

4 

220 

2.8 

June . 

217 

10 

10 

4 

6 

237 

4.2 

July  . 

177 

1 

6 

1 

5 

184 

3.3 

August . 

175 

2 

8 

6 

2 

185 

4.3 

September  . . 

140 

4 

5 

2 

3 

149 

3.3 

October  .... 

100 

4 

17 

7 

10 

121 

14.0 

November. . . 

200 

10 

8 

3 

5 

218 

3.7 

December  . . 

161 

5 

8 

6 

2 

174 

4.6 

Total  . . . 

1818 

82 

111 

52 

59 

2011 

5.5 

322  visits  were  paid  to  houses  where  deaths  of  infants  had  occurred. 
167  of  these  infants  were  breast-fed  ;  107  hand-fed  ;  and  30  partly 
hand-fed  ;  18  were  premature  or  died  soon  after  birth.  In  68 

cases  the  boat-bottle  was  used,  and  in  35  the  long  tube-bottle. 

Visits  were  paid  to  houses  where  93  deaths  occurred  from 
diarrhoeal  diseases.  Thirty  of  the  infants  were  breast-fed,  40 
hand-fed,  4  partly  hand-fed,  and  7  had  “  ordinary  diet.” 

Enquiries  were  made  as  to  the  employment  of  women.  Only 
eighteen  cases  were  found  where  women  go  out  to  work  and  leave 
their  infants  in  charge  of  others.  In  ten  instances  the  infants  were 
solely  breast-fed. 

At  the  request  of  their  medical  attendants,  six  phthisical  patients 
were  visited,  and  advice  was  given  them  on  cleanliness  and  fresh 
air,  and  how  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. — The  adoption  of  this  Act, 
which  had  been  considered  in  1907,  as  mentioned  in  my  report  for 
that  year,  was  again  before  the  Committee  in  January,  1908.  A 
letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the  South  Shields  Division 
of  the  British  Medical  Association  in  connection  with  the  matter, 
and  it  was  resolved  that  the  consideration  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Act  should  be  adjourned  for  three  months.  After  two  further 
adjournments  the  Committee  recommended  the  Council  to  take  the 
necessary  8te2>s  preliminary  to  the  adoption  of  the  Act.  At  their 
October  meeting  the  Council  resolved  not  to  adopt  the  Act. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  MONTHLY  REPORTS  TO  THE  HEALTH 
COMMITTEE  DURING  1908,  OF  THE  INSPECTORS  OF 
NUISANCES,  AND  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  MEAT,  FOOD 
AND  DRUGS,  &c. 
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TABLE  A.— NUISANCES,  &c.,  FOR  THE  ABATE.AIENT  OF 
WHICH  PRELBUNARY  NOTICES  HAVE  BEEN 
ISSUED. 


Nt  lSANCK,  ETC. 

W.  Clark. 

R.  W.  Weir. 

V 

L. 

>. 

< 

W.  Hill. 

1  Totals. 

Privy  Midden . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Privy  :  insufficient  . 

4 

2 

6 

dilapidated  and  defective  . 

7 

5 

10 

23 

45 

absence  of  means  of  \  entilation . 

1 

1 

absence  of  hatches,  etc . 

37 

19 

15 

i2 

83 

liquid  flowing  from . 

64 

70 

5 

7 

146 

diity . 

8 

6 

3 

6 

23 

W.C.  :  choked  . 

1 

3 

1 

5 

„  {“  Fowler  ”  type) . 

2 

*) 

4 

1 

1 

dirty  basin . 

3 

2 

5 

3 

3 

6 

,.  soil  pipe . 

1 

1 

2 

,,  jo.nts  . 

1 

1 

absence  of  fl  sh  . 

1 

i 

2 

Drain  :  choked  . 

30 

15 

26 

38 

100 

defective  . 

12 

2 

13 

5 

32 

1 

1 

untrapped  . 

2 

defective  disconnecting  trap . 

1 

1  1 

,,  ventilation  shaft . 

1 

1 

2 

j  filthy  gully . 

1 

1 

.  . 

2 

!  defective  or  obsolete  gully . 

3 

7 

6 

1  16 

j  absence  of  gully . 

2 

1 

.  . 

3 

„  grate . 

2 

.  . 

2 

gully  inside  house . 

1 

1 

Wash-up  :  insanitary  . 

1 

1 

defective  . 

4 

i 

3 

8 

1 

1 

2 

untrapjied  waste  pipe . 

70 

18 

18 

38 

153 

defective  ,,  . 

3 

1 

1 

5 

10 

choked  ,,  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

absence  of  ,,  . 

1 

1  1 

improper  position  of  waste  pipe . 

1 

1 

absence  of  hopper  h  ad . 

10 

5 

t 

Lavatory  :  untraiip  d  waste  pipe . 

2 

2 

1 

1  ^ 

1 

1 

Bath  :  untrapp  d  waste  pii)e . 

3 

1 

2 

6 

Urinal  :  improperly  constructed . 

1 

. . 

1 

1 

1 

Dwelling  :  dirty  rooms . 

1 

2 

3 

0 

}  - 

,,  passages,  &c . 

1 

3 

1 

5 

dilapidated  . 

1 

1 

overcrowded  . 

1 

1 

making  into  tenements . 

1 

1 

out-buildings  used  as . 

1 

1 

1  2 

damp  . 

2 

5 

4 

11 

insanitary  front  areas . 

2 

2 

defective  window  cords . 

' 

1 

1 

,,  [jointing . 

'  ^ 

2 

2 

,,  roof . 

2 

4 

3 

9 

,,  ceiling . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

„  and  choked  spouting . 

11 

3 

13 

14 

41 

37 


TABLE  A. — Continued, 


N0ISANCE,  ETC. 

W.  Clark. 

R.  W.  Weir. 

6 

■< 

Ph’ 

W.  Hill. 

Totals. 

Dwelling  :  absence  of  spouting . 

3 

3 

,,  water  supply . 

2 

2 

3 

7 

unventilated  floor  . 

2 

2 

5 

9 

Seamen’s  Lodging  House  :  defective  drain . 

2 

1 

,,  w.c.  flush  . 

1 

2 

Common  Lodging  House  :  defective  w.c.  flush. . . . 

1 

1 

Factory  :  absence  of  sanitary  conveniences . 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Workshop  :  want  of  cleanliness . 

1 

2 

3 

6 

defective  ceiling . 

1 

1 

insanitary  urinal  . 

1 

1 

absence  of  w.c.  accommodation  .... 

1 

1 

"Rfllrphmi.QA  !  want  of  oloanlinoRS . 

2 

2 

absence  of  w.c.  flush . 

1 

1 

defective  roof . 

1 

1 

untrapped  wash-up  waste  pipe . 

1 

1 

gully  in  . 

i 

1 

occupying  uncertified  underground 

bakehouse  . 

1 

1 

Workplace  :  want  of  cleanliness . 

1 

1 

Yards  and  Areas  ;  defective  and  unpaved . 

38 

5 

36 

53 

132 

dirty . 

4 

18 

6 

8 

36 

absence  of  back  door  . 

2 

,  , 

1 

3 

„  „  sill - 

1 

1 

erection  on . 

1 

1 

Rainwater  Cistern  (underground) :  foul  . 

2 

2 

7 

19 

30 

defective  and  dangerous . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

defective  pump . 

2 

.  . 

2 

connected  to  drain . 

1 

1 

Stable  1  accumulation  of  manure . 

3 

3 

absence  of  manure  receptacle . 

1 

,  , 

1 

Cellar  :  dirty . 

2 

2 

4 

occupying  separately  as  a  dwelling . 

1 

1 

Out-buildings  :  dirty . 

7 

16 

1 

6 

29 

dilapidated  . 

1 

1 

3 

8 

13 

Other  Nuisances  :  keeping  animals . 

1 

1 

6 

1 

9 

smoke  nuisance  . 

1 

1 

accumulation  of  refuse . 

4 

4 

10 

18 

,,  of  fish  boxes 

1 

1 

Totals  . 

364 

206 

244 

317 

1131 

Letters  sent  out . 

41 

26 

45 

44 

156 

Notices  to  Borough  Surveyor . 

7 

,  , 

7 

,,  Scavenging  Superintendent . 

10 

4 

1 

16 

,,  re  middens  in  Added  Area . 

16 

,  , 

16 

Summary  of  Statutory  Notices  issued  during  the 

year — 

Owners  :  number  ofjnotices . 

19 

4 

7 

8 

38 

„  nuisances . 

34 

6 

13 

14 

67 

Occupiers  :  number  of  notices . 

.  . 

.  . 

„  nuisances . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

38 


TABLE  B.— STRUCTURAL  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1908. 


W.  Clark. 

U 

R.  Ayre.  j 

W.  Hill. 

Totals. 

Privy  Middens  :  abolished . 

2 

48 

1 

2 

53 

Privy  Receptacles  :  provided  in  lieu  of  privy  middens  . 

1 

,  . 

1 

1  1 

3 

additional  provided . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

rebuilt;  . 

1 

1 

repaired . 

15 

11 

31 

57 

'  Dnst  Bin  :  provided  in  lieu  of  prhy  midden . 

1 

.  . 

,  . 

, 

1 

Ash-bins  (portable)  :  provided . 

94 

.  . 

2 

96 

W  C.’s  :  (pedestal  w£ish-dowTi)  provided  in  lieu  of 

privy  middens . 

94 

2 

96 

provided  in  lieu  of  privy  receptacles . 

2 

12 

5 

19 

„  ,,  long  hopper  closets . 

.  . 

2 

.  . 

2 

„  „  short  hopper  closets  .... 

,  , 

,  , 

1 

,  , 

1 

„  „  “  Fowler  ”  closets . 

,  , 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  wash-out  closets . 

5 

5 

„  trough  closets . 

3 

3 

additional  provided . 

1 

3 

4 

3 

11 

rebuilt  . 

3 

2 

5 

i  repaired  . 

1 

,  , 

2 

1 

4 

i  defective  basins  replaced . 

3 

1 

7 

9 

20 

i  new  cistern  provided . 

3 

16 

2 

6 

27 

i  cisterns  repaired . 

3 

.  . 

1 

4 

flush  pipe  provided . 

3 

3 

6 

anti-siphonage  pipes  provided . 

9 

. . 

.  . 

9 

Urinals  :  remodelled . 

2 

.  . 

, , 

2 

flush  provided . 

2 

1 

.  , 

3 

Drains  :  provided  . 

9 

lio 

1 

14 

134 

reiaid  . 

11 

7 

24 

14 

56 

repaired  . 

2 

2 

6 

7 

17 

abolished  . 

6 

2 

7 

3 

18 

soil-pipes  renewed  or  repaired . 

9 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

9 

ventilators  provided  . 

5 

39 

8 

2 

54 

,,  repaired . 

5 

.  . 

.  • 

5 

access-pipes  provided . 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

2 

inspection  chambers  provided  . 

1 

3 

4 

8 

disconnecting  ,,  ,,  . 

11 

42 

3 

2 

58 

,,  traps  provided  . 

5 

2 

3 

2 

obsolete  gullies  replaced . 

11 

14 

1 

1 

26 

defective  „  . 

4 

34 

13 

51 

additional  gullies  provided . 

18 

2 

5 

7 

32 

1 

1  1 

Wash-ups  :  of  metal,  replaced  by  earthenware . 

15 

3 

4 

16 

38 

provided  . 

5 

19 

1 

21 

46 

waste-pipes  trapped . 

81 

47 

17 

63 

208 

„  renewed  or  repaired . 

9 

. 

1 

14 

1  24 

,,  provided  . 

3 

13 

. 

. 

1  16 

hopper-hea^  provided . 

12 

3 

6 

17 

38 

new  benches  provided . 

3 

3 

Lavatories  :  waste-pipes  trapped  . 

3 

,  , 

2 

5 

„  repaired . 

.  . 

.  . 

i 

1  1 

Baths  :  w£iste-pipes  trapped . 

4 

1  .. 

2 

1 

!  7 

39 

TABLE  B. — Continued. 


W.  Clark. 

R.  W.  Weir. 

6 

< 

P5 

W.  Hill, 

Totals. 

Tiwplling'R  :  sif-A  p.onr:rAt,AH  anH  snb-5?oil  rlrainer] . 

2 

2 

ceilings  renewed  or  repaired . 

6 

,  , 

4 

10 

roofs  , ,  . 

6 

12 

7 

10 

35 

,,  re-tiled . 

3 

3 

,,  rA-slaterl . 

2 

2 

floors  relaid  or  repaired  with  wood . 

10 

9 

15 

34 

,,  with  cement  concrete  . 

1 

3 

4 

,,  ,,  „  (pantry) 

2 

,  . 

1 

3 

,,  with  wood  (pantry) . 

1 

1 

floors  ventilated . 

1 

is 

9 

9 

32 

staircases  repaired . 

,  , 

2 

2 

gables  cemented . 

2 

2 

,,  pointed . 

1 

2 

1 

4 

,,  rebuilt  . 

1 

1 

wall  repaired  or  pointed . 

1 

3 

6 

10 

passages  cemented  or  repaired . 

1 

3 

4 

spoutings  repaired  or  renewed . 

15 

3 

54 

38 

no 

downcomers  disconnected  from  sewer  .  .  . 

1 

1 

lighting  and  ventilation  improved . 

.  . 

6 

9 

15 

cellar- room  closed  (see  also  under  “  Hous- 

ing  of  the  Working  Classes,”  page  26) 

1 

1 

Common  Lodging  Houses  :  additional  w.c.  provided  . 

1 

1 

inspection  chamber  provided  .  . . 

1 

1 

disconnecting  chamber  provided . 

1 

1  1 

drain  relaid . 

1 

1 

Factory  :  pedestal  wash-down  w.c.  provided  in  lieu  of 

long  hopper  closets . 

1 

1 

Workshops  :  additional  w.c.  provided . 

3 

3 

w.c.’s  provided  in  lieu  of  privy  receptacle 

2 

2 

urinal  abolished . 

1 

1 

drains  :  relaid  . 

2 

2 

additional  gullies  provided  .... 

1 

1 

gullies  replaced . 

2 

1 

3 

disconnecting  chambers  pro- 

1 

vided  . 

2 

2 

wash-up  provided . 

1 

1 

wash-up  waste-pipe  trapped . 

1 

1 

spouting  renewed . 

1 

1 

bakehouse  roof  renewed . 

1 

1 

,,  ceiling  repaired . 

1 

1 

,,  cellar  closed  . 

1 

1 

Yards  and  Areas  :  relaid  with  cement  concrete  . 

30 

4 

34 

42 

no 

repaired . 

9 

6 

6 

7 

28 

sills  provided  to  doorways . 

4 

,  , 

1 

5 

Wash-houses :  built . 

3 

i 

6 

10 

rebuilt . 

2 

2 

repaired . 

3 

2 

9 

14 

floors  relaid  with  cement  concrete  .  . . 

27 

11 

39 

'  77 

floors  repaired . 

4 

1 

i  6 

Rainwater  Cisterns  (underground) :  cleaned  out  . . . . 

.  2 

3 

7 

12 

filled  in  . 

5 

19 

5 

14 

43 

repaired . 

1 

1 

covers  renewed . 

2 

2 

4 

Stables  :  manure  receptacles  provided  . 

2 

,  , 

2 

„  ,,  covered  in . 

1 

1 

floor  cemented . 

i 

1 

Outbuildings  :  rebuilt  . 

2 

2 

repaired . 

15 

15 

Cellars  :  area  filled  in . 

2 

2 

40 


TABLE  C.— SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  OF 

OF  NUISANCES. 


THE  INSPECTORS 


W.  Clark. 

R.  W.  Weir. 

R.  Ayre. 

1 

W.  Hill. 

Totals. 

On  complaint  of  nuisances . 

70 

53 

58 

94 

275 

To  test  drains . 

33 

30 

32 

37 

132 

„  Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses . 

279 

4 

223 

506 

,,  Common  Lodging  Houses . 

30 

27 

64 

121 

,,  Houses-let-in-Lodgings . 

.  . 

7 

2 

9 

„  Van  Dwellings  . 

1 

1 

,,  Factories . 

9 

5 

1 

i3 

28 

„  Workshops  . 

105 

9 

21 

87 

222 

„  Workplaces . 

00 

1 

5 

2 

68 

„  Home  Workers’  Premises . 

,  , 

,  . 

On  notification,  disinfection  after,  or 

removal  to  Hospital  of  infectious 

diseases  . 

303 

297 

1.34 

137 

871 

j  To  superv'ise  home-treated  cases  .... 

305 

116 

29 

94 

604 

1  Re  Smallpox  contacts . 

22 

10 

2 

!'  1 

43 

;  ,,  Cholera  contacts . 

11 

10 

6 

49  1 

76 

j  ,,  Plague  contacts . 

.  , 

,  , 

3  : 

3 

,,  other  infectious  diseases  contacts. 

5 

1 

6 

,,  Phthisis  deaths . 

!t20 

38 

28 

544  1 

136 

,,  School-reported  cases . 

161 

233 

»66 

220 

680 

Visits  of  Inspection . 

4754j 

4795 

4753 

4330  ' 

18632 

Visitsjwith  Board  of  Trade  Investi-j 

'4 

1 

gator  . 

*  ■  i 

70’ 

92  ' 

162 

Re  Smoke  observation . 

,  , 

1  i 

1 

Interviews  and  appointments . 

299 

71  ' 

370 

To  works  in  progress . 

951, 

609 

985 

683  i 

3228 

Taking  samples  with  Food  Inspector  . 

130^ 

.  . 

.  .  I 

136 

To  JIargarine  Dealer . 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

at  '.A 

1 

Total  Visits  . 

7007, 

6820^ 

6229 

1 

6255  i 

1 

26311 

41 


TABLE  D.— CASES  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL. 


Notified  Disease. 

W.  Clark. 

R.  W.  Weir. 

R.  Ayre. 

W.  Hill. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

76 

83 

26 

47 

232 

Enteric  Fever . 

9 

13 

4 

8 

34 

Suspects . 

1 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

Totals  . 

86 

99 

30 

55 

270 

TABLE  E.— DISINFECTION. 


Disinfected. 

W.  Clark.  1 

R.  W.  Weir.  ' 

R.  Ayre.  j 

1 

W.  Hill.  j 

Totals. 

Rooms  fumigated . 

151 

151 

54 

83 

439 

Schoolrooms  fumigated . 

.  . 

5 

5 

Bundles  of  Bedding  sent  for  Disin- 

fection  by  Steam . 

167 

169 

46 

86 

468 

TABLE  F.— SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF 
MEAT,  ETC.,  TO  THE  VARIOUS  TRADES  UNDER 
HIS  SUPER\TSION. 


Places  Inspected. 

Number  . 
Existing  at 
end  of  year. 

Number 
of  Visits. 

Meat  and  Fish  Shops  . 

? 

3942 

Fried-Fish  Shops . 

about  70 

107 

Milkshops  and  Dairies . 

299 

452 

Bakehouses . 

42 

76 

6 

35 

3 

5 

Gut-Scraping  Places . 

4 

Fish-Curing  Places . 

5 

7 

Total  Visits . 

4628 

42 


TABLE  G.— SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  following  is  a  Summary  of  the  Analyst’s  Reports  on  the  Samples 


taken  during  the  year  190'’. 


Article. 

3| 

Non -Genuine  or  Doubtful. 

Remarks. 

's| 

12:^ 

a  a 

No. 

Extent  of  Adulteration  or 
Deficiency. 

Butter . 

27 

25 

- 

1 

Contained  5.5%excess  of  water 

Letter  of  Cau- 

tion  se  t. 

1 

„  0.10%  Boric  Acid 

— 

Camphorated  Oil . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cornflour . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gin . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ginger  (Ground)  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Glycerine . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lard . 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Liquorice  Powder 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Margarine . 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Contained  0. 1 1  %  Boric  Acid  . 

— 

2 

„  0.19% 

— 

1 

0.24% 

— 

1 

„  0.47% 

— 

Milk . 

66 

51 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Deficient  3.8%  non-fatty  solids 

Letter  of  Cau- 

tion  sent. 

1 

„  5.9% 

3 

„  3.3%  natural  fat  .... 

Letter  of  Cau- 

tion  sent. 

1 

>1  3.3%  „  . . . . 

— 

2 

„  10.0% 

Letter  of  Cau- 

tion  sent. 

1 

„  13.3%  . 

do. 

1 

„  23.3%  . 

Fined  20s.  and 

costs. 

1 

41.6%  . 

do. 

1 

„  1  •  6  %  natural  fat  and 

9.7%  non- fatty  solids . 

— 

1 

Deficient  6.6%  natural  fat  and 

17.6%  non-fatty  soiids . 

Letter  of  Cau- 

tion  sent. 

1 

Deficient  15.0%  natural  fat, 

Fined  10s.  and 

and  6.4%  non-fatty  solids 

costs. 

1 

Deficient  18.3%  natural  fat, 

and  7.6%  non-fatty  solids. 

do. 

Mustard . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper  . 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Rice  (Ground)  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Rum  . 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Sausaje  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Squills,  Syrup  of 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sweets . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Tapioca . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tartaric  Acid  .  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tripe . 

1 

— 

1 

Contained  0.99%  Boric  Acid.. 

— 

Vinegar . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Whiskey  . 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— — 

Totals  . . . 

150 

127 

23 

43 


TABLE  H.— FOOD  CONDEMNED  AND 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 


DESTROYED, 


Beasts  . 29 

13 

4 

34 

1 

1 

2 

7 

23 

45 


Calf .  1 

Sheep  .....  6 


1 

9 

1 

3 

Lambs  .  8 

Pigs  .  3 

Tripe  . 21 

Rabbits  ....  14 

Fish  . 23 

3 

2 

Fruit .  4 


Whole  Carcases  (Tuberculosis  and  Decomposition.) 
Livers  (Tuberculosis  and  Flukes). 

Frozen  Livers  (Decomposition). 

Sets  of  Lungs  (Tuberculosis). 

Heart  (Pericarditis). 

Head  and  Tongue  (Actinomycosis). 

Sets  of  Tripes  (Tuberculosis). 

Quarters  of  Beef  (Tuberculosis  and  Decomposition). 
Stone  of  Beef  (Decomposition). 

Ox  Tails  (Decomposition). 

Whole  Carcase  (Decomposition). 

Whole  Carcases  (Dropsy  and  Tuberculosis). 

Head. 

Livers  (Flukes). 

Set  of  Lungs. 

Quarters  of  Mutton  (Decomposition). 

Whole  Carcases  (Found  dead  and  Suffocation). 
Whole  Carcases  (Found  dead). 

Kegs  (about  4201bs.)  Frozen  Tripe  (Decomposition). 
Frozen  Rabbits  (Decomposition), 
stone  (Unsound  and  unwholesome). 

Quarts  Mussels. 

Baskets  Crabs. 

Quarts  Plums. 


* 


45 
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Causes  of  Death. 

(1) 

Smallpox  . 

Measles  . 

.'‘cailet  Kever  . 

"  h  'oping  Gough  . 

Diphtheria  anil  Memhr.mous  Croup 

Croup  . 

1  Tvplius  . 

Fever  <  Enteric  . 

1  •  itlier  Continued  . 

Epi  ’cinic  Intluenza  . 

1  liolera  . 

Plague  . 

I  darrha'a  . 

Enteritis . 

Puerperal  Kever . 

Kivsipelas . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonarj’  Tuberculosis).. 

( Ither  Tnliereular  Diseases . 

Cancer.  .Malignant  Disease . 

Hronchitis . . 

Pneumonia  . 

Plcurisv . 

Other  Diseases  of  I'espiratory  Organs 

Aieoholisin.  Cirrhosis  of  i  iver . 

Veoeical  Di.-eases . 

Premature  Hirth . 

Diseases  and  Ac'dilentsof  Parturition 

Heart  Diseases . 

Accidents  . 

Suicides  . 

All  other  ( 'aiiscs . 

All  Causes  . 

TABLE  III.— DEATHS  DURING  1908  OF  PERSONS  BELONGING  TO  SOUTH  SHIELDS 
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TABLE  IV.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SOUTH  SHIELDS 
DURING  1908  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

(L.G.B.  TABLE  I.) 


Births. 

Total  deaths  occurring 

JS 
u  bC 

X  0 

-  c 

Net  Deaths 

'2^ 

in  the  Borough. 

SP 

s  « 

C  0 
>» 

at  all  Ages 

e8  ^ 

P  5 

belonging  to 
the 

Borough. 

S-G 

s  « 

Under  1  Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

C  V 
— 

•X  * 

X  s  . 
®  C  JS 

05-5  « 

Year. 

® 

S  ® 

■5  c 

03  =  0 

-2^ 

*3  3 
o  S 

CI4  0 

Xi 

B 

s 

« 

Number. 

Rate  per 

,000  Births 

'egistered. 

Number. 

*  Kate. 

es*" 
0)  os 

0  c 

o.H 
H  ** 

Sc® 

.=*55 

Q  3 

Number. 

*  Kate. 

r-l 

0 

M 

PL, 

1 

• 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1898 

91,656 

3,395 

37.0 

618 

182 

1,842 

20.0 

60 

11 

146 

1,977 

21.6 

1899 

93,657 

3,371 

36.0 

593 

175 

1,829 

19.5 

75 

20 

108 

1,917 

20.7 

1900 

95,703 

3,482 

36.3 

560 

160 

1,917 

20.0 

83 

23 

160 

2,054 

21.4 

1901 

97,800 

3,607 

36.8 

613 

169 

1,865 

19.0 

90 

8 

163 

2,020 

20.6 

1902t 

103,330 

3,759 

36.4 

563 

149 

1,862 

18.0 

90 

16 

165 

2,011 

19.4 

1903 

105,325 

3,635 

34.5 

479 

132 

1,669 

15.8 

74 

29 

165 

1,805 

17.1 

1904 

107,334 

3,705 

34.5 

522 

141 

1,773 

16.5 

71 

1 

176 

1,948 

18.1 

1905 

109,360 

3,501 

32.0 

500 

143 

1,607 

14.7 

88 

3 

171 

1,775 

16.2 

1906 

111,402 

3,531 

31.7 

513 

145 

1,768 

15.9 

96 

6 

231 

1,993 

17.9 

1907 

113,460 

3,276 

28.9 

428 

131 

1,717 

15.1 

85 

1 

183 

1,899 

16.7 

00  cQ 

S)  fe  ® 

102,903 

3,526 

34.3 

539 

153 

1,785 

17.3 

81 

12 

167 

1,940 

18.9 

P  00 
5  o  ® 

1908 

115,535 

3,481 

30.1 

449 

129 

1,598 

13.8 

71 

2 

194 

1,790 

15.6 

*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population, 
t  The  Borough  was  extended,  November,  1901. 


Note. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7  of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of 
those  registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the 
Borough.  The  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column 
7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition 
of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “  Non-Residents  ”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  Borough 
on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there. 
The  term  “  Residents  ”  includes  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the 
Borough  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institu¬ 
tions  elsewhere. 

The  “  Public  Institutions  ”  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Table  are  those  into  which  persons  are  habitually  received  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses,  and  lunatic  asylums. 

For  lists  of  Public  Institutions,  see  page  7.  The  Union  Workhouse  is 
outside  the  Borough. 

Area  of  Borough  in  Total  population  at  all  ages  ....  100,858  i  At 

acres  (exclusive  of  Number  of  inhabited  houses .  12,465  1  Census 

area  covered  by  Average  No.  of  persons  per  house  .  8. 1  i'  of 

water) . 2344  Do.  do.  tenement  .  4.6  I  1901. 


TABLE  V.-BIBTH-RATES  AND  DEATH-RATES,  SOUTH  SHIELDS  1871-1908,  PER  1,000  OP  THE  POPULATION. 
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*  'I’lie  Borough  was  extended,  Noveinhcr,  1901. 

t  Since  18S1,  Membranous  Croup  has  been  included.  §  Brevious  to  1905,  Apoplexy  was  included  in  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. 
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TABLE  VI.— INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  SOUTH  SHIELDS, 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 
One  Year  of  Age. 

'  (L.G.B.  Table  V.) 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week  1 

:-2  Weeks. 

5C  V. 

4)  0, 

z/  c; 

rO 

CVl  ro 

Total  under  1 

1  Month.  1 

1-2  Months. 

2*3  ^^onths. 

3*4  Months.  1 

4*5  Months  1 

5-6  Months.  I 

6-7  Months  | 

7-8  Months.  | 

1 

s 

o> 

00 

s 

o 

<f. 

10-11  Months.  1 

11-12  Months.  1 

Total  Deaths 

under  One  Year. 

All  Causes— 

1 

Certified  . 

75 

16 

21 17 

129 

43  35 

36 

27 

2024 

26 

24  19 

19,25 

427 

Uncertified . 

14 

2 

1  2 

19 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

... 

1 

37 

Common  Infectious  Diseases- 

1 

Smallpox  . 

1 

Chickenpox  . 

Measles  . 

! 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

12 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

1 

branoufl  Croiipl  . 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

17 

Diarkhceal  Diseases— 

1 

Diarrhcea,  all  forms  . 

1  9 

3 

2 

7 

10 

6 

4 

6 

3 

6 

3 

3 

3 

56 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis, 

1 

(lastrO'ententifi  . 

3 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

16 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Wasting  Diseases-- 

1 

Premature  llirth 

48 

11  11  3 

73 

1 

74 

8 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

2 

14 

Injury  at  Birth . 

6 

6 

6 

1 

1 

/'trophy.  Debility,  Marasmus. 

19 

3 

6l  8 

36 

12 

5 

4 

7 

3 

6 

4 

2 

1 

3 

83 

Tuberculous  Diseasf.s— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis ;  Tabea 

! 

...L. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Causes— 

1 

1 

1 

Syphilis  . 

...1  1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

8 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

12 

Convulsions  . 

6 

2 

2  4 

14 

6 

8 

9 

5 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

52 

Bronchitis  . 

... 

1 

1  ... 

2 

9 

8 

1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

3 

2 

5 

49 

l^arvn&ritifl . . 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

■]■::: 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

5 

4 

27 

...1  1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Other  Causes  . 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

4 

2 

i 

16 

Totals . 

89 

’8j22jl9 

148 

43 

39 

39 

29 

21 

26 

27 

27 

20 

19 

2b 

464 

Births  in  the  year  : — 

Legitimate, 

Illegitimate, 


3,358. 

123. 


Deaths  in  tlie  year  :  — 

Legitimate  Infants, 
Illegitimate  Infants, 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages — 1,790. 
Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1908 — 115  3 


429. 

35. 
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TABLE  VII.— INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  SOUTH  SHIELDS 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  allocated 'to  the  various  Wards. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Wards. 

Total  Deaths 

under  One  Year. 

Shields. 

Beacon. 

St.  Hilda. 

Hadrian. 

Holborn. 

Laygate. 

Victoria. 

Bents. 

Rekendyke. 

Westoe. 

Deans. 

Tyne  Dock. 

Simonside. 

West  Park. 

Unknown. 

All  Causes— 

Certified  . 

40 

20 

25 

23 

43 

40 

51 

11 

38 

14 

45 

28 

29 

17 

3 

427 

Uncertified  . 

7 

4 

1 

3 

5 

3 

2 

1 

5 

2 

2 

2 

37 

Common  iNPECTtous  Diseases- 

Smallpox  . 

Chickenpox  . 

Measles  . 

2 

2 

i 

1 

3 

1 

i 

i 

12 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

branous  Croup)  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

i 

i 

i 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

2 

17 

Diarhhceal  Diseases— 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  . 

4 

4 

10 

2 

2 

2 

10 

1 

2 

6 

8 

5 

56 

Enteritis,  ftluco-enteritis. 

Castro-enteritis  . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

15 

Gastritis,  (iastric  Catarrh  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i. 

4 

Wasting  Diseases— 

Premature  Birth . 

10 

4 

3 

3 

11 

2 

12 

5 

4 

1 

8 

4 

3 

4 

74 

Congenitai  Defects . 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14 

Injury  at  Birth . 

1 

5 

1 

1 

6 

W ant  of  Breast-milk, .Starvation 

1 

1 

Atrophy.  Debility.  Marasmus.. 

10 

5 

6 

6 

5 

6 

ii 

i 

9 

2 

8 

4 

5 

5 

83 

Tuberculous  Diseases— 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  ;  Tabes 

Mesenteries . 

2 

2 

1 

2 

7 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

■'l 

1 

2 

Other  Causes— 

Erysipelas . 

1 

1 

Syphilis  . 

2 

i 

2 

1 

2 

8 

Rickets  . 

Meningitis  f not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

i 

1 

1 

12 

Convulsions  . 

6 

2 

2 

7 

9 

5 

i 

4 

9 

1 

4 

2 

52 

Bronchitis . 

5 

1 

3 

4 

6 

10 

7 

1 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

49 

Laryngitis . 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

3 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

27 

Suffocation,  overlying  . 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Causes  . 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

i 

16 

Total  Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 

47 

24 

26 

26 

48 

43 

53 

12 

43 

14 

45 

30 

31 

19 

3 

464 

Total  Deaths  at  all  ages  . 

144 

117 

101 

132 

156 

148 

162 

81 

157 

90 

164 

117 

105 

94 

22 

1790 

Number  of  Births  during  1908  ... 

213 

293 

141 

206 

247 

253 

368 

147 

302 

180 

383 

272 

231 

245 

3481 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate . 

221 

82 

184 

126 

194 

170 

144 

82 

142 

78 

117 

110 

134 

78 

133 

TABLE  Vni.— CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  AND  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL  IN  SOUTH 
SHIELDS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1908,  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  WARD  AND  AGE. 

(L.G.B.  TABLE  III). 
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Notifiable  I'iseusc. 

Smallpox . 

Cholera . 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 
Ervsinelns . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Typhus  Fever  . 

Enteric  Fever . 

Kelapsing  Fever . 

Continued  Fever  . 

Puerperal  Fever . 

Plague  . 

■  Totals . 

(Denes  Fever  Hospital,  situate  in  Deans  Ward,  has  36  beds  for  Scarlet 
Fever,  13  beds  for  Typhoid  Fever. 

Whiteloas  Smallpox  Hospital,  situate  about  J  mile  South  of  the  Borough 
Boundary,  in  the  South  Shields  Rural  District,  has  22  beds  for 
Smallpox,  as  well  as  some  accommodation  for  contacts. 


TABLE  IX.— COMPARATIVE  RATES  OF  PREVALENCE  OF  SICKNESS  AND  DEATH  FROM 
INFECTIOUS  (NOTIFIABLE)  DISEASES  IN  SOUTH  SHIELDS. 
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TABLE  X.— SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  1908,  TAKEN  AT  9  A.M.  DAILY,  AT  THE 
NORTH  MARINE  PARK  AND  HEALTH  OFFICE,  SOUTH  SHIELDS. 
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Month. 

January  . . . 
February  . . 

March . 

April . 

May  . 

June . 

duly  . 

August  .... 
September  . 
October  . . . 
November. . 
December  . 

Totals  . . . 

j  Averages  . .  ^ 

t 

The  highest  temperature  registered  during  the  year  was  81.0  Fahr.,  on  July  22nd,  and  the  lowest  temperature  was  19.6 
Falrr.,  on  December  29th-30th.  The  greatest  rainfall  during  any  24  hours  was  0.72in.  on  .July  17th-18th. 


